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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This is in response to the communication filed on March 25, 2004, wherein: 
Claims 1-30 are currently pending; 

Claim 21 has been amended; 
Claims 24-30 have been added. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

2. The information disclosure statement (IDS) submitted on March 25, 2004 is being 
considered by the examiner. 

Response to Amendment 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(a) the invention was known or used by others in this country, or patented or described in a printed 
publication in this or a foreign country, before the invention thereof by the applicant for a patent. 

3. Claims 1-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(a) as being anticipated by 
www. linkstime. com (hereinafter referred to as Linkstime). 

Referring to Claim 1 : 

Linkstime discloses a system for posting available time slot information to a 
network hub from a plurality of network nodes, the time slot posting system comprising: 
a hub web server adapted to serve web pages and to accept time slot information (pages 
1-28); and a web browser (Internet Explorer) at each of a plurality of network nodes, 
each web browser adapted to accept time slot information inputted by a network node 
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user, to receive web pages served by the hub web server, and to provide time slot 
information to the hub web server; 

wherein each network node is associated with a web address by which the respective web 
browser can access the hub web server (pages 1-28). 

A server, a web browser, and web addresses are inherent to any system that runs 
over the Internet. 

Referring to Claim 2: 

Linkstime discloses a time slot posting system further comprising a time slot 
posting page associated with each of the respective network nodes and served by the hub 
web server, wherein each time slot posting page comprises a list of time slots available at 
the respective network node (pages 1-11 and 21-23). 

Referring to Claim 3 

Linkstime discloses a time slot posting system according to Claim 2 wherein each 
time slot posting page further comprises user selection means associated with each 
element in the list of time slots available at the respective network node, the user 
selection means adapted to enable the respective network node user to select from among 
the respective list of time slots available and to communicate selection data to the hub 
web server (page 11). 

Referring to Claim 4: 

Linkstime discloses the time slot posting system according to Claim 3 wherein the 
user selection means comprises a web form check box (page 11). 
Referring to Claim 5: 
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Linkstimes discloses the time slot posting system according to Claim 3 wherein 
the user selection means comprises a web form radio button (page 11). 
Referring to Claim 6: 

Linkstime discloses the time slot posting system according to Claim 1 wherein the 
hub web server further comprises a time slot template, wherein the hub web server is 
further adapted to enable a network node user associated with a network node to create 
the time slot template using the respective web browser (page 15). 

Referring to Claims 7: 

Linkstime discloses a system for posting available golf tee times from a golf 
course to a reservations hub so that prospective golfers may access an updated list of 
available tee times and make tee time reservations through the reservations hub, the tee 
time posting system comprising: 
a tee time reservations hub comprising: 

a web server adapted to serve at least one course input web page comprising tee time 
availability information to respective golf course web browsers (pages 1-19); and 
a database comprising tee time information associated with each of a plurality of golf 
courses (page 1-19); and 

a plurality of golf course web browsers (page 3 refers to simultaneously inquiring about 
tee time availability at multiple golf courses) each adapted to browse the course input 
web page associated with the respective golf course and to provide tee time availability 
inputs to the tee time reservations hub through the golf course web browser (pages 1-19). 
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Browsers and servers are inherent in any internet system. Databases are inherent 
to any Internet system which users allows users to input and store information for later 
use. 

Referring to Claim 8: 

Linkstime discloses the tee time posting system according to Claim 7 wherein the 
web server is further adapted to serve golfer web pages containing multiple-course tee 
time information to a plurality of prospective golfers so that the golfers may select and 
reserve tee times from a list of tee times available at a plurality of golf courses (see page 
3 - Whereas this page is to the demo which is connected to a sample only, this page 
states that the demo does not you simultaneously inquire about tee times availability at 
multiple golf courses like you can in the main reservation area - implying that there are 
multiple golf courses listed in the actual reservation area. Also, see page 4 and 5 ). 

Referring to Claim 9: 

Linkstime discloses the tee time posting system according to Claim 7 wherein 
each of the course input web pages comprises: 
a list of future tee times at the respective golf course (page 18); and 
an input interface to enable a golf course user to select from the list of future tee times 
which of the future tee times are to be available to prospective golfers for reservation 
through the tee time reservations hub (page 18). 

Referring to Claim 10: 

Linkstime discloses the tee time posting system according to Claim 9 wherein the 
input interface comprises a plurality of web form check boxes associated with respective 
elements in the list of future tee times (see pages 13-14). 
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Referring to Claim 1 1 : 

Linkstime discloses the tee time posting system according to Claim 9 wherein the 
input interface comprises a plurality of web form radio buttons associated with respective 
elements in the list of future tee times (page 13) 

Referring to Claim 12: 

Linkstime discloses the tee time posting system according to Claim 7 wherein the 
course input web pages are secured so that access by the golf course web browsers to the 
course input web pages may be controlled (pages 6-8 (Sign me up) and (nor will you be 
able to inquire about tee time availability at multiple golf courses like you can in our 
main reservations are) and page 23). 

Referring to Claim 13: 

Linkstime discloses the tee time posting system according to Claim 7 wherein the 
course input web pages indicate which of the available tee times have previously been 
posted to the tee time reservations hub (page 21 - real time confirmed tee times). 

Referring to Claim 14: 

Linkstime discloses the tee time posting system according to Claim 7 wherein the 
web server further comprises a tee time template, and wherein the web server is further 
adapted to enable a golf course to create the tee time template using the respective golf 
course web browser (page 15). 

Referring to Claim 15: 

Linkstime discloses a method for posting available golf tee times by a golf course 
to a tee time reservations hub so that prospective golfers may access updated tee time 
availability information, the method comprising the steps of 
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at the tee time reservations hub receiving a web page request from a golf course web 
browser (pages 8-12 and 15-18); 

in response to the web page request, serving a tee time posting page comprising a list of 
future tee times at the respective golf course and a tee time input interface (pages 8-12); 
and 

receiving, from the tee time input interface via the golf course web browser, a posting 
input indicating which elements in the list of future tee times are to be available to the tee 
time reservations hub (pages 8-12 and 21). 
Referring to Claim 16: 

Linkstimes discloses the golf tee time posting method according to Claim 15 
further comprising the steps of: 

serving a tee sheet template page comprising a tee time form and a template input 
interface (pages 3-18); and 

receiving, from the template input interface via the golf course web browser, a completed 
tee time form associated with the structure of a tee time management system used by the 
golf course (pages 9 and 10). 
Referring to Claim 17: 

Linkstime discloses the golf tee time posting method according to Claim 1 5 
further comprising the step of assigning a web page address to the golf course (pages 1- 



Referring to Claim 18:. 

Linkstime discloses the golf tee time posting method according to Claim 1 5 - 
wherein the tee time posting page serving step comprises the step of determining which 
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elements in the list of future tee times have previously been posted to the reservations 
hub (page 21 - real-time confirmed tee times directly onto the electronic tee sheet at all 
of out golf courses). 

Referring to Claim 19: 

Linkstime discloses the golf tee time posting method according to Claim 15 
further comprising the step of, in response to the posting input, posting a list of available 
tee times on a tee time reservations web page so that prospective golfers may reserve tee 
times (page 21). 

Referring to Claim 20: 

The golf tee time posting method according to Claim 1 5 wherein the tee time 
posting page serving step comprises the step of serving a list of next-day tee times at the 
respective golf course (page 3 (choose a date). 

Referring to Claim 2 1 : 

Linkstime discloses a system for displaying available golf tee times from a golf 
course to prospective golfers so that the prospective golfers may access an updated list of 
available tee times and make tee time reservations through a reservations hub, the tee 
time posting system comprising: 
a tee time reservations hub comprising: 

a web server adapted to serve at least one tee time web page comprising tee time 
availability information associated with each of a plurality of golf courses, said web 
server adapted to serve said web page without requiring a prospective golfer to first 
provide input identifying a particular golf course or a particular time of day (pages 1-25); 
and 
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a database comprising tee time information associated with respective golf 
courses (pages 1-25); and 

a plurality of golfer web browsers each adapted to browse the tee time web page and to 
provide tee time reservation inputs to the tee time reservations hub through the golfer 
web browser (pages 1-25). 

A browser and server are inherent in any Internet system. Databases are inherent 
to any Internet system which allows users to input and store information for later use. 

Referring to Claim 22: 

Linkstime discloses the tee time posting system according to claim 21 wherein the 
web server is further adapted to serve tee time web pages containing multiple-course tee 
time information so that the prospective golfers may select and reserve tee times from a 
list of tee times available at a plurality of golf courses (page 3 and pages 21-23). 

Referring to Claims 23: 

Linkstime discloses the tee time posting system according to claim 22 wherein the 
web server is further adapted to serve tee time web pages containing a subset of tee times 
available from multiple courses so that the prospective golfers may select and reserve tee 
times from a subset of the list of available tee times (page 1-28). 

Referring to Claim 24: 

Linkstime discloses the tee time posting system according to claim 21 , wherein 
said web server is further adapted to serve said web page without requiring a prospective 
golfer to first provide input identifying a particular area of town or a particular price 
range (pages 1-28). 
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Referring to Claim 25: 

A method comprising: 
serving a web page used to generate a display of tee times for at least one golf course on 
a web browser, the tee times in the display being a subset of the tee times available at the 
at least one golf course (pages 1-28). 

Referring to Claim 26: 

Linkstime discloses a method as claimed in Claim 25, wherein respective subsets 
of available tee times are displayed for respective ones of a plurality of golf courses 
(pates 1-28). 

Referring to Claim 27: 

Linkstime discloses a system for displaying available golf tee times associated 
with a plurality of golf courses, comprising: 
a tee time reservations hub comprising: 

a web server adapted to serve, to a plurality of golfer web browsers, at least one tee time 
web page comprising tee time availability information associated with each of a plurality 
of golf courses, each said golfer web browser being adapted to browse said at least one 
tee time web page and to provide tee time reservation information inputs to the tee time 
reservations hub through the golfer web browser (pages 1-28); and 
a database comprising a list of available tee times associated with each of said plurality of 
golf courses (pages 1-28) 

said web server adapted to display on a single web page a subset of available tee times 
for each of a plurality of golf courses, so that prospective golfers viewing said single web 
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page can select and reserve any of the tee times associated with each of said golf courses 
displayed on said single web page (pages 1-28). 

A web server and browsers are inherent in any Internet system Databases are 
inherent to any Internet system which allows users to input and store information for later 
use. 

Referring to Claim 28: 

Linkstime discloses the system according to Claim 27, wherein the web server is 
further adapted to serve at least one golf-course input web page comprising tee time 
availability information to respective golf-course web browsers (pages 1-28). 

Referring to Claim 29: 

Linkstime discloses a method of displaying available golf tee times associated 
with a plurality of golf courses, the method comprising: 

receiving at a hub web server a particular date for which available golf tee times are to be 
displayed (pages 1-28); 

querying a database comprising a list of available tee times associated with each of a 
plurality of golf courses (pages 1-28); and 

displaying on a single web page a subset of available tee times for each of a plurality of 
golf courses, so that prospective golfers viewing said single web page can select and 
reserve any of the tee times associated with each of the plurality of golf courses displayed 
on said single web page (pages 1-28). 
Referring to Claim 30: 

Linkstime discloses the method according to Claim 29, further comprising: 
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serving at least one golf-course input web page comprising tee time availability 
information to respective golf-course web browsers (pages 1-28); 
receiving at said hub web server tee time availability information from said respective 
golf-course web browsers (pages 1-28); and 

storing said tee time availability information in said database (pages 1-28). 

Response to Arguments 
Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-23 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 
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Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Margolis, Philip E. ? Computer & Internet Dictionary Third Edition - discloses 
definitions of browser, web server, and nodes. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jan Mooneyham whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
8554. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Thursday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Weiss can be reached on (703) 308-2702. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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